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S INCE Sir Winston Churchill 
appears once again to -be 
heading the “Man of 
the Year " newspaper polls, I a'm 
using today to rescue a story 
about Sir Winston and the 
Queen I heard at the tithe ;'of 
the Coronation. I have never 
heard it since, but there Is la 
ring of truth about It. 

One of the ladles-in-waiting 
asked the Queen how she got 
on with Sir Winston. ■ 

. “ Very well,” said Queen 
Elizabeth. “ except for one 
thing. When the Prime Mini¬ 
ster comes -to see me at the 
Palace, often, In the middle of 
some discussion about. State! 
affairs, he looks at me and.his 
eyes fill with tears and he' runs 
out of words and we have to' 
finish ■ the discussion another 
day.” 

A NATO Magazine 

A S my choice fov " Man of. 

the Year", Is General Gnien- 
ther, Supreme Allied Commander, 
N.A.T.O,, this seems the occa¬ 
sion to mention that, with his 
blessing, a lavish magazine dedi¬ 
cated to the cause of N.A.T.O. is to 
begin quarterly publication this 
month. 

With contributions to the first 
number by General Gruenther, 


PEOPLE and THINGS: By ATTICUS 



General Alfred M.. Gruenther. 


Lord Ismay and'Lord Tedder, It 
wUl. be entitled “The Fifteen 
Nation^,” and will be printed in 
English and French by. the Dutch 
firm of .Ferel, under the auspices of 
the Royal Netherlands Society, 
“ Ons ieger ” (Our Army). 

“ The Fifteen Nations ” will not 
be for sale, but will be distributed 
free to libraries, educational 
authorities and V.I.P.s. 

A circulation of from 10.000 to 
15,000'is planned-and X wish it and 
General Gruenther a Happy New 
Year! 

A Chair Vacated 

TT is Just over five years since 
- 1 Mr.' Simon. Nowell-Smith was 
appointed Librarian and Secretary 
of the London Library. 1 

As-he had never worked in a 
library before it might have 
seemed a capricious appointment; 
but in point of fact Mr. Nowell- 
Smith’s Influence has. been! .every¬ 
where beneficial,, and ' it w,as, I 
Imagine, With considerable, regret, 
that his committee recently heard 
of his intentidn to resign':" 

His; own favourite souvenir of 
his stay-at the Library will doubt¬ 
less be the letter which began 
’’ Dear ;sir, Please re-enter Dante’s 
Inferno"; but the initiative for 


'Which he will be most gratefully 
remembered will probably be tile 
foundation of the: Carlyle Trust, 
.by which sympathisers can make 
the- resources of the world’s 
greatest private library available 
to. scholars less fortunate than 
themselves. 

■ Mr. Nowell-Smlth has expunged 
many of 1 those - anomalies which 
teased and infuriated lifelong 
library-users.. Perhaps his : suc¬ 
cessor may be bold enough-to put 
the laves of Goethe where they 
belong (under Biography) and not 
under German Literature, where 
they have lain hidden for more 
than a . century. 

Camel Derby 

' r PHIS afternoon, Miss Pat 
- 1 - Smythe is celebrating .New 
Year’s Day and her election as 
British' Sportswoman of the Year 
by riding as a Jockey in an Invita¬ 
tion race at Algiers. 

' Three other renowned, show- 
jumpers will be racing against her 
—Herr Winkler, the current world 
champion, Jonqueres d’Oriola, 
•the French Olympic Gold Medal¬ 
list, and the 1953 world champion, 
Paqul Goyoaga of Spain. 

Their mounts will be chosen by 
lot-just before the off. 

At the' Algiers Horse Show In 
April, Pat Smythe won prizes 
worth £800, but this time there 
will be nothing but a •• booby- 
prize ’’ for the winner and the 
also-rans in the shape of a second 
race—on camels. 

“ The President of the .Horse 
Show knows that- I've always 
wanted to ride a camel" Pat 
Smythe tells ■ me, •' aiid he has 
arranged a match race for us all 
across the Sahara. Heaven only 
knows, what the rules will-be!” 

Spectre De La M.V.D. 

T AST Tuesday, my colleague 
Richard Hughes attended the 
farewell performance at the Bolshoi 
Theatre of the Latvian Ballet 
Company. 

: This was tlie first occasion since 
their return from India and points 
East'that Mr! Bulganin' and Mr. 
Khrushchev have showed them¬ 
selves at a public entertainment, 
and Hughes says they were in up¬ 
roarious form, laughing and nudg¬ 
ing each other and gaily pounding 
their hands in applause. 

Mr. Malenkov backed them up 
Jovially from behind, but, at the 
end of .the row, in the big scarlet 
and gold box of honour, Mr. 
Molotov appeared to be in a more 
pensive, mood. 

Perhaps, says Hughes, he was 
remembering that this was the 
same box in which, on one notable 
occasion, ‘ Lavrenti Berta failed to 
appear when the curtain went up. 

A Simenon Ballet 
TjRITiSH - admirers of Georges 
-L> simen'on must hope that the 
latest product of this miraculous 
author will.be available to them 
as early as possible In the New 
Year. 

It is not, for once, with a book 
that M. Simenon has knocked 
Paris sideways: but with a ballet, 
’’La CHambre," which he ' has 
written for Roland Petit. This has 
been, unanimously saluted as one 
of'the most gripping and original 
entertainments in the history of 
ballet. Thriller-fans who normally 
find the ballet effete mav be 


reassured by.; the,-news' that the 
principal-character is a forthright 
Inspector of -Police and that the 
last agonies . of the; murderer’s 
victim are as'realistic as anything 
in a' Clouzot film. 

In calling on Georges- Auric for 
the music, and-on.Bernard Buffet, 
that most lugubrious-of painters, 
for the decor, Roland Petit has 
kept well within the Parisian pack; 
but. the male' protagonist. Buzz 
Miller, is. like- M. • Simenon, a 
recruit' to , the ballet. Arizona 
ranchman and former G.I., he 
greatly contributed to the high 
wind of novelty which last week 


blew through, the Tht&tre. des 


Parrhesiarch 

TYR. GILBERT MURRAY might, 
• I suppose, .be considered the 
greatest- 'Oxford man since 
Matthew Arnold, and his nlqetleth 
birthday,; which falls . tomorrow, 
will, be kept; with v gratitude .and 
affection, by > people. all over .-the 
world .who .share his passion for 
liberty,. Justice, and truth. 

Ope ,of his-i presents, will-be a 
bundle, of' advance copies of his 
new- .verseitrahslatlon or .Aristo¬ 
phanes;‘i; Knights,” which, is due 


out In the middle of the month. 
I can say-that-It shows nofallirig- 
off-either in Dr. Murray’s neat and 
exact wit or in his' ability to. moVe 
with'the'times. (A phrase about 
“ talks with ■ enemy agents on the 
sly ’’ sticks in my mind.) f . 

Dr. Murray never forgets the 
present; and In prefacing the 
“ Knights ’? he speaks with admira¬ 
tion ; of "the high degree' of 
’ parrhesla,’ or free, speech, that 
was allowed in Athens even in the 
height of an exhausting, war.” If 
there ls.free.speech ln the modern 
world,.it>ls to men'llke Dr. Murray 
that ^ qwe It; and ! Imagine that 


many people .will be glad to foUow 
theDuka - of Edinburgh's : lead in. 
contributing to the Gilbert Murray 
Noth Birthday Fund, whose pro¬ 
ceeds are to be devoted to further¬ 
ing, his own two lifelong preoccupa¬ 
tions: Greek studies and interna¬ 
tional co-operation.' (The address 
of. ;the Fund: 25 Charles Street, 
London, W.l.) 

Bachelor Comforts 

TV/TY.recent note about the motor- 
Itl- C ar of the future has brought 
irie> a letter 1 from Hollywood 
describing the Cadillac Eldorado 
owned by Mr. Hal Hayes, forty- 


nine, a ■ bachelor," and • millionaire 
building contractor. . 

Mi-. Hayes’s Cadillac Is embel¬ 
lished with the following: refriger¬ 
ator and cocktail bar; telephone; 
short-wave : radio; dlctaphoiie; 
wfater cooker; electric razor, shoe 
polisher, coffee-pot and toaster. 
The. rear, seats can be converted 
Into, a comfortable bed with 
reading-lamps, and- a collapsible 
dressing-room with-shower attach¬ 
ment is- stowed beneath. 


Red Tapestry 


F looks as If Australia wins the 
Red Tape stakes for 1955.- 
-That excellent London publish¬ 
ing. Venture; Background Books, 
supplied an order from an Aus¬ 
tralian bookseller for two small 
display, racks, value " 10s. each. 
When the bookseller took delivery 
he was presented with the follow¬ 
ing Bill. 


tact traditional arts and- crafts 
that are in danger of. extinction, 
and to provide Government ald'te 
those who. ply them. 

Things and People . 

■ In Great Britain, - as in other 
countries, a measure of protection 
Is. provided for national monu¬ 
ments.' The Japanese'go further 
They argue that unique' thtngi 
are only a part of the national 
heritage and that unique, human 
beings and human activities ar« 
at least as deserving of protection 

from death arid d e ?W.- 

'! Among the dying' Japanesi 
crafts rescued with: their, crafts 
mqn. since. 1854 arfc- 112 varieties 
of folk arts, 40 ancient Industrial 
techniques, the Bunrakii Doll 
Theatre, Tokyo WoddlBloqk Print 
lag,- the Palace Dolls ofKyoto.anc 
Hayashi (the accompaniment t< 
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■ iWtoirfkge and’ Entry ” 

:CattRRe -.. 

.customs Entries 

stacking .* . . 

;3lRht Entry . ... 

Wkarf jiforHRe' 7.7'’ ’ * 

S®danie’::; 

.Dent, of Agriculture fees 1 o 

! . . Total £5 1 6 

The mysterious “ cooperage ” 
charge was for opening and repack¬ 
ing so that the wooden racks could 
be declared “free from borer.” The 
Department qf Agriculture fee was 
for inspection for this purpose. The 
charges mounted because of delay 
in Issuing the import licence so 
that'the bookseller was incurring 
, bond charges while waiting. 

The Human Treasure 

A MOST interesting and, in this 
tT- atomic age, perhaps the most 
stimulating piece of legislation 
Introduced anywhere' in the world 
last year was an amendment to 
the Japanese Cultural Property 
Protection Law. 

This amendment gave birth to 
the concept of the ” Human 
National Treasure,” and resulted 
In the creation in Japan of the 
Important Intangible cultural 
Property Act. 

The object of this law is to pro- 



Tameji Ueno, a leading Japanese 
designer in Yuzen .patterns. Ho 
was created :an Important \ In¬ 
tangible Cultural Property in 1955. 

the Noh play) which has now beer 
preserved by-tape recordings. : , 
. This highly commendable- anc 
Imaginative law deserves seriolii 
study in the West. 

No! No! Not That! : 

A/TR. JAMES SINCLAIR, thi 
Canadian Minister of Fisheries 
was on a visit last month to Soviet 
shipyards. 

While Inspecting a shipyard ii 
Siberia. Mr. Sinclair fell twenty 
two feet from a scaffolding and 
seriously injured, was carried inti 
the office of the yard manager. At 
he regained ' consciousness, . hi 
heard the manager going for thi 
foreman held responsible for thi 
accident. 

.'“And if the Minister dies:' 
threatened the manager, “ you wil 
be sent to Canada. They will knov 
how to deal with you there! ” , 











